
Learning at River View

Design and technology SEND intent

At River View in design and technology pupils combine practical and technological skills with
creative thinking to design and make products and systems that meet human needs. They learn
to use current technologies and consider the impact of future technological developments. They
learn to think creatively and intervene to improve the quality of life, solving problems as
individuals and members of a team. Our River View curriculum for design and technology
acknowledges that learners with additional needs are likely to have difficulties in their fine
motor skills and critically analysing their products with the same degree of accuracy as their
peers.

To make design and technology lessons inclusive, teachers need to anticipate what barriers to
taking part and learning particular activities, lessons or a series of lessons may pose for pupils
with particular SEN and/or disabilities. In some activities, pupils with SEN and/or disabilities will
be able to take part in the same way as their peers. In others, some modifications or
adjustments will need to be made to include everyone. For some activities, you may need to
provide a ‘parallel’ activity for pupils with SEN and/or disabilities, so that they can work towards
the same lesson objectives as their peers, but in a different way − eg using a computer
simulation of a process rather than manipulating equipment.

When assessing pupils, you need to plan carefully to give pupils with SEN and/or disabilities
every opportunity to demonstrate what they know and are able to do, using alternative means
where necessary.


