
Learning at River View

Music SEND intent

The River View curriculum recognises music is a unique form of communication that can change
the way pupils feel, think and act. Music forms part of an individual’s identity and positive
interaction with music can develop pupils’ competence as learners and increase their
self-esteem. Music brings together intellect and feeling and enables personal expression,
reflection and emotional development. As an integral part of culture, past and present, music
helps pupils understand themselves, relate to others and develop their cultural understanding,
forging important links between home, school and the wider world. Our River View curriculum
for music acknowledges that learners with additional needs are likely to have difficulties in which
we will have to adapt learning to cater for key individuals needs.

To make music lessons inclusive, teachers need to anticipate what barriers to taking part and
learning particular activities, lessons or a series of lessons may pose for pupils with particular
SEN and/or disabilities. So in your planning you need to consider ways of minimising or
reducing those barriers so that all pupils can fully take part and learn. In some activities, pupils
with SEN and/or disabilities will be able to take part in the same way as their peers. In others,
some modifications or adjustments will need to be made to include everyone. For some
activities, you may need to provide a ‘parallel’ activity for pupils with SEN and/or disabilities, so
that they can work towards the same lesson objectives as their peers, but in a different way − eg
using ICT software to enable pupils to create compositions rather than relying on handwritten
notation.

When assessing pupils, you need to plan carefully to give pupils with SEN and/or disabilities
every opportunity to demonstrate what they know and are able to do, using alternative means
where necessary.


